DETROIT CHAPTER OF THE LINKS INC.

 

Consent Agenda for October 9, 2024
I.    	Let’s Mingle- Links Arrive & Socialize (5:45 p.m.) 
II.    	Membership Moments Activity (6:00 pm)
III.    	Welcome & Call to Order– Link Kim (6:25 pm) 
IV.   	Chapter Pledge and Hymn (6:30 p.m.)
V.   	Roll Call - Link Khalilah (6:35 p.m.) 
VI.   	Call for September Minutes Approval - Link Kim (6:40 p.m.) 
VII.   	Call for Approval of October Meeting Consent Agenda – Link Kim (6:43 p.m.)
VIII.   	President’s Report (Highlights)- Link Kim (6:45 p.m.) 
IX.   	Vice President Report- Link Kristi (6:55 p.m.) 
X.   	Financial Updates – Links Tyra, Yolanda, and Angel (7:00 p.m.)
XI.   	Programming Update – Link Roshunda (7:10 p.m.)
XII.   	Fundraiser Update – Link Marcia (7:15 p.m.)
XIII.   	Bylaws Update – Link Gladys (7:20 p.m.)
XIV.            STEAMM Update – Link Katrina (7:25 p.m.)
XV.   	Protocol Moment – Link Jenice (7:30 p.m.)
XVI.   	Ethics and Standards Training – Link Shirley (7:35 p.m.)
XVII.   	Hat Strut – Links Christina & Marlo (7:40 p.m.)
XVIII.            Technology Moment - Link Katrina (7:50 p.m.)
XIX.            New Business (7:55 p.m.)              
XX.             Amenities (8:00 p.m.)
XXI.             Adjourn Link Kim (8:05 p.m.)
[image: ]


Meeting Minutes September 11, 2024
*Due to an l issue with the audio recording, we are unable to provide detailed minutes. 
Link Khalilah has asked Technology Chair Link Katrina to assist and troubleshoot so it is not an issue in the future. 

Call to Order: President Kimberly Keaton called the meeting to order. 
Attendance / Roll Call: Taken by Link Mearon Lewers. A quorum was established. All active members were present except: Khalilah Spencer, Gladys Ayala Prempeh, Deborah Ford, Kimberly Gill, Tiffany Gunter, Marcia Holland Turner, Denise Lewis, Allison Martin, Joanna Masten, Michele Peterson, Lauren Sanders, Alison Vaughn, Jeanne Wardford, Markisha Williams, Cassandra Willis-Adner, Chrystal Wilson.
Hymn followed by Pledge

Approval of Minutes:  Moved and seconded and approved by the body. 

Approval of Consent Agenda: Moved and seconded and approved by the body. 

President’s Report: Link Kimberly Keaton – Written Report provided with Consent Agenda
Vice-President’s Report - Link Kristi Stepp Verbal report provided at meeting
Treasurer’s Report - Link Tyra Evans - Written Report provided with Consent Agenda
Fundraising Committee - Link Denise Brooks-Williams – Verbal report provided at meeting.
Program Chair Report: Roshunda Price - Written Report provided with Consent Agenda
Technology Training:   Link Katrina Marion
Protocol Moment:   Link Judy Neely

New Business: No new business
Old Business: No old business
Meeting Adjourned: The meeting was adjourned.


October 2024 President’s Report
The Detroit (MI) Chapter of the Links, Incorporated 

Priorities
· Friendship: The foundation of our organization, enabling everything that we do.
· Member Engagement:  This is your chapter. Your voice matters. Bring your ideas and talents. 
· Service: Let us serve our community and our chapter, to the best of our ability.
· Operational Excellence: Effective and efficient processes that enable our chapter to run well and be compliant with national requirements.
· 45th Links National Assembly: Plan and prepare. Detroit. June 24-28, 2026.
Rhythm and Rhinestones
· Congratulations to US for hosting a fabulous, fun, and successful fundraiser on September 28th at the Detroit Historical Museum! 
· Thank You to our Fundraiser Committee!  Chairs: Link Denise Brooks-Williams, Allison Martin and Marcia Turner. Committee Members: Yolanda Bates, Sandra Bulger, Tamira Chapman, Shauna Ryder Diggs, Lesley Fairrow, Kimberly Gill, Gail Perry-Mason, and Michele Peterson.

Walk for A Healthy Living
· The Metro Detroit Chapters collaborated (for the second year) for our health walk at Normandy Oaks Park in Royal Oak on September 28th. We also promoted voter education and registration.
· Thank You to our HHS Facet for promoting the event and beautiful gift baskets for raffle winners.

Central Area Summit. Omaha, Nebraska (October 31 – November 3, 2024)
· Mastering the Playbook: Strategies for Excellent Leadership
· 4 Tracks: 2 Leadership (1 for Presidents/VPs, 1 for other elected officers, facet chairs, committee chairs and aspiring leaders), 1 Fund Development, 1 Programming).
Bylaws Updates
· Phase 1: The Detroit Chapter Bylaws will be updated to comply with the new bylaw amendments that were voted on at the 44th National Assembly.
· Updates due to the Area Parliamentarian by November 1st.
· Area Parliamentarian will submit amended chapter bylaws to the National Parliamentarian by November 30th. 
· Phase 2:  The Bylaws committee will lay out a timeline for chapter members to submit recommendations for additional changes to our bylaws. 
Social Action
· Link Up The Vote – National goal for the Links to register 100,000 new voters (335 per chapter).
· In support of LUTV, please come out to support our NTS Facet Activity on October 10th at Marygrove.
· Link Alexis Wiley (GWCC) established a partnership with the state of Michigan to create a unique Links, Incorporated (Metro Detroit Chapters) link to register voters and track our progress.

Meal Payment Plan
· Thank you Link Sisters for helping us successfully launch our streamlined meal payment plan. 
· 35 Link Sisters enrolled in the meal plan.

Preparation for the 45th National Assembly
· Madam National President Ethel Isaacs Williams, Madam Executive Director Joi Sheffield, and Madam Protocol Chair Vonda Rice visited Detroit October 3rd-4th to plan for the 45th National Assembly, 2026.
· National leaders met with the Metro Detroit Presidents for dinner on October 4th to give a high- level overview of the 2026 National Assembly.
· Madam President Ethel and Madam Protocol Chair Vonda also visited the Detroit Historical Museum to see “Our History, Our Story”. Thank you Link Michele for serving as the tour guide.  MP Ethel was so impressed that she requested a video of the exhibit and she plans to share the video at the 2026 National Assembly. 
· From a financial perspective, our key 45NA responsibility will be hosting a Tuesday (June 23rd) dinner event for National and Metro Detroit Leaders. An assessment is generally used to support this responsibility.
· We also help find sponsors for the National Assembly (dollars and in-donations). 
· Madam President plans to return to Detroit, January 2025, to host a Town Hall for Metro Detroit Links.
Chapter Meeting Venues
· Detroit Golf Club:  September 2024, December 2024, March 2025, April 2025.
· Aurora Italiana Restaurant:  October 2024, November 2024, February 2024.
Important Upcoming Dates
· October 10th:  National Trends and Services Program, Every Vote Counts. Marygrove, Detroit.
· October 17th and November 21st:  Mandatory Ethics Training, 9 p.m. (Choose 1 session)
· October 31st – November 3rd: Central Area Summit. Omaha, NE
· November 2nd:  STEAMM Youth Event (Metro Detroit Links). 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. UD Mercy, Detroit.

In Friendship and Service,
Link Kim
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Program Committee Report
October 9, 2024
Roshunda Price, Chair


Program Committee: HHS: Christina Clark* and Marlo Johnson Roebuck**; ITS: Gail Perry-Mason* and Dr. Jeanne Wardford**; STY: Shirley Mobley Woods* and Joanna Masten**, NTS:  Sherri Pierce* and Linda Parker**; Arts: Chrystal Wilson* and Kimberly Gill**
*Chair; **Co-chair 
Upcoming Activities:  
· Chapter Hat Strut: Will take place during the October chapter meeting.  

· National Trends and Services Facet Activity/ Link Up The Vote:  Thursday, October 10, 9:00 am – 10:40 am, The School at Marygrove.

· Black Family Wellness Expo, March 15, 2025.

· Other chapter and national programming:  There are numerous chapter and national program initiatives; we cannot do them all.  To have the greatest level of chapter engagement and participation, and program success, the Program Committee will review the list of recommended programs and bring recommendations to the chapter.  The will of the chapter will be the final determinant for programming outside of the facet programs.

Service Hours:  An additional service hour will be provided for members who volunteer to work with a facet for which the member is not assigned.

Alumna Member Participation and Support:  Please consider inviting Alumna members to facet and chapter programming, and, at the discretion of the committee/facet, planning meetings.

Chapter Meeting Report Out:  Upcoming facet activities and chapter programs will be announced during chapter meetings to facilitate chapter-wide participation.


All Links are encouraged and expected to participate and support all facet and chapter programming. Per the chapter bylaws active members “Must participate in Chapter activities and programs designed to implement the national programs of the The Links, Incorporated.”

Parliamentarian Report 
October 9, 2024 Chapter Meeting 
Detroit Chapter of the Links 

Bylaws Update 

1) Detroit Chapter Bylaws were last amended on November 9, 2022. The amendment was made to Article IV – Officers, Section 1, on the recommendation of then Central Area Director Link Monica Allen through the Bylaws Committee. The change made the Operations Chair an appointed member of the executive team. Link Monica has also recommended we amend our bylaws to formally reference the office of Operations Chair, which required an affirmative vote of the membership. 
2) Reminder that Article XI of the Bylaws addresses the process to propose amendments: 
[image: ] 
3) See also:
ARTICLE VIII.  Program/Facets and Standing Committees, Section 3.
[image: ]
4) While the revisions to comply with the National bylaws do not require a vote of the chapter membership, we are asked to review, amend our chapter’s bylaws, and forward a copy to Area Parliamentarian, Link Denise Mustiful-Martin no later than November 1, 2024. 
5) The Bylaws Committee will meet to ensure our Chapter’s bylaws conform to the National bylaws and are submitted on time. We will discuss accepting amendment proposals according to the Articles cited above.
6) No additional updates.

Respectfully submitted by 
Chapter Parliamentarian 
Link Gladys Ayala Prempeh
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Wewms  Vice President Report

October 2024

2 2 o Membership Meeting
&P september 30, 2024

We do not recommend membership intake for this program year
We recommend Tiffany Gunter for an attendance sabbatical for this program year

We would like to hold an all-chapter event, including Connecting Links, in December

+ We have two goals: Providing a casual and fun event and ensuring Links who do
not bring a guest feel comfortable and have a great time

+ We are looking at Friday, December 6 and 13, and Sunday, December 8 and 15

+ We are looking for venues that offer opportunities to connect and activities, like
bowling or golf

We would like to hold a chapter-wide friendship activity in April

+ ldeas include a party bus crawl to black-owned art galleries and businesses and a
spa day (perhaps at MGM)

We also discussed possible locations for our Summer Solstice/Soiree
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Chair: Kristi Stepp Aida Owens

Alecia Ashford-Taylor Sherri Pierce

Denise Brooks-Williams Lauren Sanders
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Committee Joanna Masten Patricia White
Members Kea Norrell-Aitch
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TREASURER’S MONTHLY REPORT — UNRESTRICTED
AND RESTRICTED ACCOUNTS
Detroit (MI) Chapter of The Links, Incorporated
September MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 2024

Link Tyra Evans
Detroit (MI) Links Chapter Inc.
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Detroitlinkszelle@gmail.com
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Unrestricted Chase Banking Account
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OPERATIONS CHECKING ACCOUNTING

Balance Forward, September 1, 2024, Income $24,489.17

Deposit/Credits via Paypal/Zelle - $15,931.63

Total Income and Interest $0.00

Total Brought Forward, Income and Interest  $40,420.80
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CHASE O

JPMorgan Chase Bank, NA.
P O Box 182051
Columbus, OH 43218 -2051

00098079 DRE 021 210 27524 NNNNNNKNNNN 1000000000 62 0000
THE LINKS INC DETROIT CHAPTER

727 HARCOURT RD

GROSSE POINTE PARK MI 482301831

August 31, 2024 through September 30, 2024
Account Number:  000000814499018

CUSTOMER SERVICE INFORMATION

Web site: Chase.com
Service Center: 1-800-242-7338
Para Espanol 1-888-622-4273
International Calls: 1-713-262-1679

We accept operator relay calls

CHECKING SUMMARY | Chase Business Complete Checking

INSTANCES
Beginning Balance

Deposils and Additions 2
Checks Paid 1
Electronic Withdrawals 13

Ending Balance 38

AMOUNT
$24,480.17
15,931.63
-1,304.40
-15,635.00
$23,481.40
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Unrestricted Chase Banking Account

« BALANCE  $40,420.80
[===1  Expenses/Checks incl. PayPal/Zelle - $16,939.40

m Bank Balance - September 30,2024  $23,481.40
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Restricted Chase Banking Account

B RESTRICTED MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT

‘, Balance Forward, September 1,2024 Income
$27,243.40
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Chase Bank Summary

CHASE o August 31, 2024 through September 30, 2024

JPMorgan Chase Bank, NA.
P O Box 182051 Account Number:  000000814498994

Columbus, OH 43218 -2051

CUSTOMER SERVICE INFORMATION

Web site; Chase.com

Service Center: 1-800-242-7338
00098078 DRE 021 210 27524 NNNNNNNNNNN 1 000000000 62 0000 Para Esparol 1-888-622-4273
THE LINKS INC DETROIT CHAPTER International Calls; 1-713-262-1679
727 HARCOURT RD We accept operalor relay calls

GROSSE POINTE PARK MI 48230

CHECKING SUMMARY | Chase Business Complele Checking

INSTANCES AMOUNT
Beginning Balance $27,243.40
Deposits and Additions 6 36,500.00
Checks Paid " -27,585.00
Electronic Withdrawals 7 -18,095.00

Ending Balance 24 $18,063.40
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'DEPOSITS AND ADDITIONS|
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Deposits/Expenses * Epsw.sasmmsan,, 5
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ELECTRONIC WITHDRAWALS|
DATE  DESCRIPTION AvOUNT
09/03 _ Zelle Payment To Lalasha Jeler 21938024924 $2,750.00
09/10__Zelle Payment To Kyra Walls Jpm8SAngcue9 3,937.50
09/13 _ Zelle Payment To Tonia Wiliams 22046647523 1,800.00
09/16 _ Zelle Payment To Lalasha Jeler 2207433 1755 2,000.00
09/16 _ Zelle Payment To Tonia Wiliams 22074295972 2,920.00
0920 _ Zelle Payment To Lalasha Jeter 22120887108 750.00
0920 _ Zelle Payment To Kyra Watls Jpm99Ao0Jez| 3,937.50

Total Electronic Withdrawals $18,095.00
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Restricted Chase account
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LESS: Bank Charges $0.00
Deposit of $36,500
Balance Brought Forward:$63,743.40

Expenses/Checks incl. PayPal/Zelle: $45,680.00

Bank Balance - July 31,2024 $18,063.40
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Financial Secretary Report
The Detroit (MI) Chapter of The Links, Incorporated

Monthly Report
September 1, 2024 - September 30, 2024

Name Badges $36
STEAMM $4,000
Fundraiser $90,209.63
Meals $6,277.78





image14.png
ARTICLE XI. Amendment to Constitution and Bylaws

Section 1. Amendment of Constitution and Bylaws. The Constitution and Bylaws may be
amended at any regular meeting:

A. By a two-thirds (2/3) vote provided that:

1. The amendment(s) is presented in writing to the Bylaws Committee at least 7
days prior to the circulation of the amendment to Chapter members at the meeting
at which it/they will be considered, subject to the twenty-five (25) day notice
period to the Chapter membership.

2. The proposed amendment(s) is/are circulated to active members of the Chapter at
least twenty-five (25) days prior to the Chapter meeting at which it/they will be
considered.

B. By a nine-tenths (9/10) vote without previous notice.

Section 2. To be in compliance with the National Bylaws, any amendments to the National
Bylaws of The Links, Incorporated shall be cause for related changes in the Chapter Constitution
and Bylaws without adhering to the process outlined in the Chapter Constitution and Bylaws.
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D. Bylaws Committee. The Bylaws Committee shall:
L. Be chaired by the Parliamentarian.

2. Receive all bylaws amendments submitted appropriately and prepare each for
submission to the Chapter.

3. Be authorized to originate proposed amendments.

4. If authorized, prepare and submit the proposed revision to the Chapter for consideration
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Protocol for the Polls

The Links, Incorporated has a celebrated history of advocating for positive change
and Link Up The Vote is a testament to our unwavering commitment to social action.
By actively engaging in voter registration, information, activation and anti-suppression
efforts, we are not only exercising our democratic rights, but also empowering others to
do the same.

And as always, as a non-profit organization, it is critical that you remember that
the organization and its members cannot endorse or visually support any
particular candidate for office while wearing Links attire/paraphernalia or
performing activities under the Links name, but we can provide information to help
voters make informed decisions on their own.
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Examples of Acceptable T-Shirts and
Apparel
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Communication Protocol

Always participate in a manner that is consistent with the good name of The Links
organization—appropriately, respectfully, and gracefully. Further, do not post
photographs or comments that would compromise the good name of the organization.
REMEMBER: Links online activity should reflect our offline principles of integrity,
leadership, accountability, and dignity.

v’ Protect the confidentiality of The Links, Incorporated brand, proprietary materials and
private conversations by setting appropriate Facebook/IG/X (formerly known as
Twitter) privacy restrictions and monitoring your content before publishing.

v Share posts and tweets from official The Links, Incorporated social media page and
partner organizations.

v Create educational content that connects with The Links, Incorporated legislative
priorities and resolutions and local chapter programming.




image11.png
| —— L

Communication Protocol

v ' Use The Links, Incorporated social action campaign hashtags -
#LUTV2024

v' Create an appropriate hashtags for initiatives untaken by the chapter.

v Remember who speaks for The Links, Incorporated and be mindful about
the messaging in your posts.

v Do Not endorse candidates on chapter social media accounts.

v Do Not endorse candidates in personal posts in the name of The Links,
Incorporated or your local chapter.

v Do Not use chapter membership roster for political advertising or
campaigning.
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